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Cumbernauld-grown talent to take the Lanternhouse stage
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Olivia Caw and Michelle Frew, who both discovered a love for theatre in Cumbernauld, are due to return home for performances at Lanternhouse. Performing in the upcoming productions Common Tongue and Lizzie on The Fence respectively, they will make their appearances in the coming month. 
Common Tongue explores the impact of culture, identity and its intersections in Scotland through a fast-paced and quick-witted one-person narrative. 
Bonnie’s life has been defined by wirds; the richt wans, the wrang wans, aun the wans used against her. The now, Bonnie haes a chance to speak aboot it. But the last time she done any public speaking wis a solo talk in Primary School. This time roon she’s no really sure whit she’s gonnae say, or even how she’s gonnae say it.  
Olivia Caw stars as Bonnie, as she navigates her relationship with the way she speaks, coming to grips with the implications of her language, and how much she can claim it or ignore it. 
The actress has lived in Cumbernauld all her life and attended her first drama class at the Cottage Theatre. She also worked with our Community Engagement team on Take Part projects at Lanternhouse. 
Olivia said: “Tae perform this show, tae ma community, using words we use, in ma home town, will be a highlight not only of ma career, but of ma life.”
Lizzie on The Fence, which is a new comedy written by Edinburgh’s Amanda Mackenzie Stuart, tells the story of locked-down love and the agonies of separation. The play draws on both the writer's personal experience of only being able to see her terminally ill husband through his care home fence during lockdown and on many similar stories.
Lizzie is forbidden to see Bill in his care home – but she finds a way.
Each performance (50 minutes) will be followed by a panel discussion delivered in collaboration with grassroots campaigning organisation Care Home Relatives Scotland, leading advocates on behalf of relatives denied access to loved ones during the pandemic and the force behind Anne’s Law. 
Michelle Frew will be returning to Cumbernauld to perform alongside Renata Allen, Kieran Hodgson and Edward Rowatt. 
Michelle said: “Cumbernauld Theatre is where my love of drama began, it's a small space with a big heart that packs an even bigger punch. I made some lifelong memories and friends at Cumbernauld Youth Theatre, and it feels lovely to be coming back 'home' to perform!”
Both productions will be in Lanternhouse’s Studio Theatre. Common Tongue will run from Thursday 26th September to Friday 27th September at 7.30pm, and Lizzie on The Fence is due to take stage on Wednesday 9th October at 7.30pm. 
ENDS ------------
PRESS CONTACTS
Rachel Murphy, Marketing and Communications Manager, Cumbernauld Theatre Trust: rmurphy@cumbernauldtheatre.co.uk 
Margot Law-Mckay, Digital Marketing and Communications Assistant, Cumbernauld Theatre Trust: mlawmckay@cumbernauldtheatre.co.uk  
LISTINGS INFORMATION
Common Tongue (Thu 26 – Fri 27 Sep at 7.30pm)
Tickets range from £10.00 - £16.00

Lizzie on The Fence (Wed 9 Oct at 7.30pm)
Tickets range from £10.00 - £12.00

Tickets can be booked in person, on the phone at 01236 732 887 and online at lanternhousearts.org/ 
NOTES FOR EDITORS
For headshots and images, please follow this link. 
About Cumbernauld Theatre Trust
Cumbernauld Theatre Trust is a performing arts charity that produces and presents professional theatre, music, dance and comedy experiences for a community of 50,000 Cumbernauld residents and 100,000 North Lanarkshire population. Established in 1963, Cumbernauld Theatre is the only professional independent arts organisation in Cumbernauld and North Lanarkshire and serves a vital social, cultural and economic purpose in a community that is economically disadvantaged, with widespread material poverty and deprivation, low academic attainment and poor-quality built environment.
As an established, professional producing theatre, we are both community-led and community conscious with activity that responds to the needs of the local community, yet we deliver outputs that achieve national and international recognition.	
We aim for our work to have relevance and resonate with our audiences and participants to achieve deep and lasting impact and change. This work is informed by place, by the opportunities our new arts centre provides and by a desire to deliver affordable access to culture for everyone at all life-stages. Cumbernauld Theatre Trust is a key part of the infrastructure of Scotland’s performing arts and is a Regularly Funded Organisation (RFO) within the Creative Scotland portfolio.  We receive investment in support of our work from a range of sources including Creative Scotland and North Lanarkshire Council, Weston Culture Fund and Scottish Government’s Empowering Communities Programme – Investing in Communities Fund.
Cumbernauld Theatre Trust is also supported by Screen Scotland, Equity Charitable Trust, Foyle Foundation, The Levenseat Trust, The Trades House of Glasgow Commonweal Fund, Land Trust, Robert Barr’s Charitable Trust, Hugh Fraser Foundation, The Robertson Trust and Patersons Quarries, our Friends, and donors. 
Lanternhouse is a privately-owned property built through Scottish Futures Trust (SFT) investment jointly operated by North Lanarkshire Council (NLC) and Cumbernauld Theatre Trust. The construction of Lanternhouse was financed via the SFT-managed hub community infrastructure programme for local authorities in support of the Scottish Government’s National Infrastructure Mission to drive inclusive economic growth and build resilient places. For more information visit https://www.scottishfuturestrust.org.uk/.
http://www.lanternhousearts.org/ | info@lanternhousearts.org
Cumbernauld Theatre Trust Ltd is a Registered Company limited by guarantee No. SC066490, Scottish Charity OSCR Registered No. SC005050. Registered Office: Cumbernauld Theatre Trust, Lanternhouse, South Kildrum Ring Road, Cumbernauld, North Lanarkshire, G67 2UF   
Lanternhouse is a registered trademark (UK00003494622) owned by Cumbernauld Theatre Trust Ltd.
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